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This document constitutes a supplement (the "First Supplement") within the meaning of Article 23 (1) of Regulation 
(EU) 2017/1129 of the European Parliament and the Council of 14 June 2017, as amended (the "Prospectus 
Regulation") to the base prospectus of Bertelsmann SE & Co. KGaA in respect of non-equity securities within the 
meaning of Article 2(c) of the Prospectus Regulation ("Non-Equity Securities") (the "Debt Issuance Programme 
Prospectus" or the "Prospectus").  
 
This First Supplement is supplemental to and must be read in conjunction with the Debt Issuance Programme 
Prospectus dated 3 April 2025. Therefore, with respect to future issues of Notes under the Programme of the Issuer 
(as defined below), references in the Final Terms to the Prospectus are to be read as references to the Prospectus as 
supplemented by this First Supplement. 

 

 
 

Bertelsmann SE & Co. KGaA 
(Gütersloh, Federal Republic of Germany) 

as Issuer  

EUR 5,000,000,000 
Debt Issuance Programme  

(the "Programme") 

 
 
The Issuer (as defined below) has requested the Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg (the "Commission") in its capacity as competent authority under the Prospectus Regulation and the 
Luxembourg act relating to prospectuses for securities dated 16 July 2019 (Loi du 16 juillet 2019 relative aux prospectus 
pour valeurs mobilières et portant mise en œuvre du règlement (UE) 2017/1129, as amended, the "Luxembourg Law") 
to approve this First Supplement and to provide the competent authorities in the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
Republic of Austria, the Republic of Ireland and The Netherlands with a certificate of approval attesting that the First 
Supplement has been drawn up in accordance with the Prospectus Regulation (each a "Notification"). The Issuer may 
request the Commission to provide competent authorities in additional host Member States within the European 
Economic Area with a Notification.  

This First Supplement has been approved by the Commission, has been filed with said authority and will be published 
in electronic form on the website of the Luxembourg Stock Exchange (www.luxse.com) and on the website of 
Bertelsmann SE & Co. KGaA (https://www.bertelsmann.com/investor-relations/bonds/debt-issuance-programme/). 
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RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 

Bertelsmann SE & Co. KGaA ("Bertelsmann" or the "Issuer" together with its consolidated group companies, 
the "Bertelsmann Group") is solely responsible for the information given in this First Supplement. 

The Issuer hereby declares that to the best of its knowledge the information contained in this First Supplement 
for which it is responsible is in accordance with the facts and that this First Supplement contains no omission 
likely to affect its import. 

Terms defined or otherwise attributed meanings in the Prospectus have the same meaning in this First 
Supplement. 

This First Supplement shall only be distributed in connection with and should only be read in conjunction with 
the Prospectus. 

To the extent that there is any inconsistency between any statement in this First Supplement and any other 
statement in or incorporated by reference into the Prospectus, the statements in this First Supplement will 
prevail. 

Save as disclosed in this First Supplement, there has been no other significant new factor, material mistake 
or material inaccuracy relating to information included in the Prospectus which is capable of affecting the 
assessment of Notes issued under the Programme since the publication of the Prospectus. 

The Issuer accepts responsibility for the information contained in this First Supplement and the Prospectus 

and has confirmed to the Dealers that this First Supplement and the Prospectus contain all information with 

regard to the Issuer and the Notes which is material in the context of the Programme and the issue and 

offering of Notes thereunder, that the information contained in this First Supplement and the Prospectus with 

respect to the Issuer and the Notes is accurate and complete in all material respects and is not misleading; 

that any opinions and intentions expressed herein with respect to the Issuer and the Notes are honestly held 

and based on reasonable assumptions; that there are no other facts with respect to the Issuer or the Notes, 

the omission of which would make this First Supplement and the Prospectus as a whole or any of such 

information or the expression of any such opinions or intentions misleading; and that the Issuer has made all 

reasonable enquiries to ascertain all facts material for the purposes aforesaid. 

No person has been authorised to give any information which is not contained in or not consistent with the 

Prospectus or this First Supplement or any other information supplied in connection with the Programme and, 

if given or made, such information must not be relied upon as having been authorised by or on behalf of the 

Issuer or any of the Dealers. 

To the extent permitted by the laws of any relevant jurisdiction, neither the Arranger nor any Dealer nor any 
other person mentioned in the Prospectus or this First Supplement, excluding the Issuer, is responsible for 
the information contained in the Prospectus or this First Supplement or any Final Terms or any other 
document incorporated therein by reference. 

RIGHT TO WITHDRAW 

In accordance with Article 23 paragraph 2 of the Prospectus Regulation, where the Prospectus relates 
to an offer of Notes to the public, investors who have already agreed to purchase or subscribe for the 
Notes to be issued under this Programme before this First Supplement is published have the right, 
exercisable within three working days after the publication of this First Supplement, until 8 September 
2025, to withdraw their acceptances, provided that the significant new factor, material mistake or 
material inaccuracy referred to in Article 23 paragraph 1 of the Prospectus Regulation arose or was 
noted before the closing of the offer period or the delivery of the Notes, whichever occurs first. 
Investors wishing to exercise their right of withdrawal may contact the Issuer. 
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The purpose of this First Supplement is to amend the disclosure regarding the Issuer contained in the 
Prospectus. 

Replacement and Supplemental information 

Replacement and Supplemental information pertaining to GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT 
BERTELSMANN SE & CO. KGAA AND BERTELSMANN GROUP 

Section "2. Selected Financial Information" on pages 20 to 22 of the Prospectus after the first 
paragraph on page 20 shall be supplemented by the following information: 

"In the first half of 2025, Group revenues of Bertelsmann increased by 1.2 percent to EUR 9.1 billion (H1 
2024: EUR 9.0 billion) despite negative exchange rate effects. Arvato Group recorded the strongest growth 
in revenues. Penguin Random House and Bertelsmann Education Group also increased their revenues. 
Organic revenue growth amounted to 1.1 percent. At EUR 1,249 million, operating EBITDA adjusted 
remained at the previous year's level. In addition to a challenging economic environment, especially for TV 
advertising markets, negative exchange rate effects and a lower earnings contribution from Penguin Random 
House also impacted earnings. By contrast, Arvato Group, Bertelsmann Education Group and Bertelsmann 
Investments achieved growth. The EBITDA margin was 13.8 percent (H1 2024: 13.9 percent). Group profit 
declined to EUR 201 million (H1 2024: EUR 416 million) mainly due to fair value measurements of venture 
investments, particularly driven by exchange rate effects." 

In section "2. Selected Financial Information" on pages 20 to 22 of the Prospectus, the table 
"Reconciliation to Operating EBITDA adjusted" on page 21 shall be supplemented by the following 
information: 

" 
in EUR millions H1 2025 H1 2024 

EBIT 463 680 

Less special items   

– impairment (-)/reversals of impairment losses (+) on other financial assets at 
amortized cost (1) - 

– impairment (-)/reversals of impairment losses (+) on investments accounted for 
using the equity method 9 - 

– results from disposals of investments (23) 6 

– fair value measurement of investments (122) 40 

– reorganization expenses and other adjustments (97) (86) 

Less amortization/depreciation, impairment and reversals of impairment losses on 
intangible assets, property, plant and equipment and right-of-use assets (574) (536) 

Less adjustments to amortization/depreciation, impairment and reversals of 
impairment losses on intangible assets, property, plant and equipment and right-of-
use assets included in special items 

22 7 

Operating EBITDA adjusted 1,249 1,249 

" 

In section "2. Selected Financial Information" on pages 20 to 22 of the Prospectus, the first sentence 
after the table "Reconciliation to Operating EBITDA adjusted" on page 21 shall be deleted and 
replaced by the following sentence: 

"As of 30 June 2025, Bertelsmann Group had 80,530 employees worldwide." 
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In section "2. Selected Financial Information" on pages 20 to 22 of the Prospectus, the table 
presenting selected financial information of the Issuer on page 22 shall be supplemented by the 
following information: 

" 

in EUR millions H1 2025 H1 2024 

Revenues 9,084 8,975 

EBIT (earnings before interest and taxes)
1
 463 680 

Group profit or loss 201 416 

 H1 2025 FY 2024 

Balance sheet total 31,323 32,951 

Equity 14,913 15,647 

"   

In section "3. Capitalisation of Bertelsmann Group" on page 22 of the Prospectus, the table presenting 
selected financial information of the Issuer shall be supplemented by the following information: 

" 
in EUR millions H1 2025 FY 2024 

Balance sheet total 31,323 32,951 

Thereof:   

Non-current Financial debt 3,694 4,276 

Current Financial debt 1,450 850 

 H1 2025 H1 2024 

Cashflow from operating activities 456 364 

Cashflow from investing activities (811) (726) 

Cashflow from financing activities (793) (966) 

" 

Section "10. Historical Financial Information" on page 28 of the Prospectus shall be supplemented 
after the first paragraph by the following information: 

"The reviewed condensed interim consolidated financial statements of Bertelsmann for the period from 
1 January 2025 until 30 June 2025 and as of 30 June 2025 are incorporated herein by reference." 

Section "12. Auditing of Historical Annual Financial Information" on page 28 of the Prospectus shall 
be supplemented after the second paragraph by the following information: 

"KPMG reviewed the condensed interim consolidated financial statements of Bertelsmann for the period from 
1 January 2025 until 30 June 2025 and as of 30 June 2025. The condensed interim consolidated financial 
statements were prepared in accordance with the IFRS applicable for interim reporting (IAS 34) as published 
by the International Accounting Standards Board and adopted by the European Union into European law. A 
review report has been provided. 

The Review Report on the condensed interim consolidated financial statements of Bertelsmann for the period 
from 1 January 2025 until 30 June 2025 and as of 30 June 2025 is dated 27 August 2025." 

 
1  EBIT is not a measure of performance under IFRS. EBIT is determined as earnings before interest and taxes and is 

reconciled in the consolidated income statement. 
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Section "16. Recent Events" on pages 29 to 30 of the Prospectus after the fourth paragraph on page 30 
shall be supplemented by the following: 

"In February 2025, Arvato acquired 100 percent of the shares in the US third-party logistics provider Carbel 
LLC, as well as its sister companies United Customs Services LLC and Astur Cargo LLC. This step marks 
the company's entry into the growth market of logistics services for fashion, beauty and lifestyle providers in 
the United States. 

In June 2025, Penguin Random House acquired 100 percent of the shares in Wonderbly, a fast-growing 
independent publisher in the United Kingdom and a global leader in personalized gift books. 
 
In June 2025, RTL Group announced that it has signed a definitive agreement to acquire Sky Deutschland 
(DACH). The transaction combines Sky's premium sports rights – including Bundesliga, DFB Cup, Premier 
League and Formula 1 – with RTL's leading entertainment and news brands across RTL+, free-to-air and pay 
TV. RTL Group will fully acquire Sky's businesses in Germany, Austria and Switzerland – including customer 
relationships in Luxembourg, Liechtenstein and South Tyrol. The purchase price consists of EUR 150 million 
(on a cash-free and debt-free basis) in cash and a variable consideration linked to RTL Group's share price 
performance. The transaction is subject to regulatory approvals. 
 
In June 2025, the Dutch Authority for Consumers and Markets (ACM) approved the sale of RTL Nederland 
to DPG Media. RTL Group closed the transaction on 1 July 2025. The purchase price amounted to EUR 1.1 
billion and was paid upon closing. The capital gain from the transaction will be largely tax exempt and will 
amount to approximately EUR 0.7 billion. In the first half of 2025, RTL Nederland generated revenues of 
EUR 307 million (H1 2024: EUR 301 million)." 

Section "17. Significant Change in Bertelsmann's financial position" on page 30 of the Prospectus 
shall be deleted and replaced by the following information: 

"There has been no significant change in the financial position of Bertelsmann since 30 June 2025. There 
has not been any significant change in the financial performance of Bertelsmann since 30 June 2025, the end 
of the last financial period for which financial information has been published, to the date of the Prospectus 
(as supplemented)." 

Replacement information pertaining to GENERAL INFORMATION 

Section "Documents Available" on page 138 of the Prospectus shall be deleted and replaced by the 
following information: 

"The following documents are published and available free of charge on the website 
https://www.bertelsmann.com/investor-relations/bonds/debt-issuance-programme/ as well as from the 
registered office of the Issuer at Carl-Bertelsmann-Str. 270, 33335 Gütersloh, Germany, and from the 
specified offices of the Fiscal Agent at Deutsche Bank Aktiengesellschaft, Taunusanlage 12, 60325 Frankfurt 
am Main, Germany: 

(i) the constitutional documents (with an English translation where applicable) of the Issuer; 

(ii) the audited consolidated group annual financial statements of Bertelsmann in respect of the financial 
years ended 2023 and 2024, respectively, in each case including the auditor's report thereon; 

(iii) the reviewed condensed interim consolidated financial statements of Bertelsmann for the period from 
1 January 2025 until 30 June 2025 and as of 30 June 2025 including the review report thereon; 

(iv) list of shareholdings pursuant to Section 313 German Commercial Code (Handelsgesetzbuch – HGB) 
as per 31 December 2024; 

(v) a copy of this Prospectus; 

(vi) any supplements to this Prospectus; and 

(vii) in the case of Notes listed on the official list of the Luxembourg Stock Exchange and admitted to trading 
on the Regulated Market or on the professional segment of the Regulated Market of the Luxembourg 
Stock Exchange or publicly offered in the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Final Terms will be 
displayed on the website of the Luxembourg Stock Exchange (www.luxse.com). In the case of Notes 
listed on any other stock exchange or publicly offered in one or more member states of the European 
Economic Area other than the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Final Terms will be displayed on the 

https://www.bertelsmann.com/investor-relations/bonds/debt-issuance-programme/
https://www.luxse.com/
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website of Bertelsmann Group (https://www.bertelsmann.com/investor-relations/bonds/debt-issuance-
programme/)." 

Replacement and Supplemental information pertaining to DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE 

Section "Documents incorporated by Reference" on page 139 of the Prospectus shall be deleted and 
replaced by the following information: 

"The following documents which have been published (English version) or which are published 
simultaneously with this Prospectus (as supplemented) and filed with the Commission shall be incorporated 
by reference into, and form part of, this Prospectus (as supplemented): 

(a) the published audited consolidated group annual financial statements of Bertelsmann Group dated 
31 December 2023 ("Annual Report 2023") and 31 December 2024 ("Annual Report 2024"), in each 
case including the auditor's report thereon; 

(b) Section "Boards/Mandates" of the Annual Report 2024; and 

(c)  the reviewed condensed interim consolidated financial statements of Bertelsmann for the period from 
1 January 2025 until 30 June 2025 and as of 30 June 2025 including the review report thereon." 

In the table "Comparative Table of Documents incorporated by Reference" pertaining to the section 
"Bertelsmann Group, Historical Financial Information" on page 139 of the Prospectus the following 
information shall be inserted following the Annual Report 2024 of Bertelsmann Group: 

" 

  Condensed interim consolidated financial statements of 
Bertelsmann for the period from 1 January 2025 until 30 June 
2025 and as of 30 June 2025 
(p. 24 – p. 47, p. 49) 
 Consolidated Income Statement, (p. 24) 
 Consolidated Statement of Comprehensive  
 Income, (p. 25) 
 Consolidated Balance Sheet, (p. 26) 
 Consolidated Cash Flow Statement, (p. 27) 
 Consolidated Statement of Changes in Equity,  
 (p. 28) 
 Selected Explanatory Notes, (p. 29 – p. 47) 
 Review Report, (p. 49). 
 
https://www.bertelsmann.com/media/investor-relations/interim-
reports/interim-report-2025.pdf  
 

" 

https://www.bertelsmann.com/investor-relations/bonds/debt-issuance-programme/
https://www.bertelsmann.com/investor-relations/bonds/debt-issuance-programme/
https://www.bertelsmann.com/media/investor-relations/interim-reports/interim-report-2025.pdf
https://www.bertelsmann.com/media/investor-relations/interim-reports/interim-report-2025.pdf
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